Hemitransplantation of the tendo calcaneus in children with spinal neurological disorders.
In paralytic lesions in which the triceps surae is the only active muscle in the leg, elongation or division of the tendo calcaneus alone may not be enough to prevent recurrence of equinus deformity. In 10 patients (13 limbs) with this pattern of muscle activity, equinus deformity was treated by hemitransplantation of the tendo calcaneus. At follow-up, which was beyond the end of growth in seven limbs, there was no recurrence of deformity in nine. In three of the four failures, a technical fault may have caused loss of activity in the transplanted part of the tendon. The two-stage operation described is recommended in the management of this pattern of paralytic deformity.